
 

The Bernese Is 
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Questa      vom       Sumiswald 
is    an    excellent     specimen 
of the Bernese Mountain Dog.  
She  is  exceedingly   fond   of 
Children,   as   are   all   mem- 
           bers of the breed 

 

the  smal l  wagons ,  f i l l ed  wi th  baske ts ,  
to  the  market  p lace ,  in  Berne .  

 
EVERTHELESS,  they  were  
passed  by  unnot iced  fo r  many  
years .  The i r  b rave  deeds  were  

never  b rought  to  the  no t ice  o f the  
publ ic ,  a t  home or  abroad .  St i l l  these  
dogs  d id  the i r  duty ,  year  in  and  year  
ou t ,  of ten  under  the  grea tes t  ha rdships ,  
and  wi thou t  the  k indly  and  lov ing  ca re  
tha t  a re  bes towed  on  the  S t .  Bernards  
by  the  monks  a t  the  Hospice .  
  

HERE are  four  spec ies  o f  Swiss
mounta in  dogs ,  •  o r
"Sennenhunde , "  a s  they  a re

ca l led  in  Swi tze r land .  They  are :  the
Appenze l le r  Sennenhunde  f rom the
Canton  of  Appenzel l ,  the  smal les t  of
the  four  spec ies ;  the  Ent l ibucher
Sennenhunde ,  f rom Ent l ibuch  in  the
Canton  of  Lucerne ;  the  Grosse
Schweizer  Sennenhunde—large  
Swiss—the  la rges t ,  and  the  draught -
dogs  of  Swi tzer land;  and the  Berner
Sennenhunde,  the  on ly  long-coated  
one ,  and  the  acknowledged  a r i s tocra t
of  them a l l .  

Al l  a re  t r ico lor ,  b lack ,  whi te ,  t an .
But  in  th i s  breed ,  the  l igh t  tan  mark-
ings  a re  never  encouraged — they  
can  bes t  be  desc r ibed  as  a  r ich ,
russe t -brown.  

At  one  t ime,  there  were  many  wi th
whole  whi te  col l a r s  and fo re - legs .  
But  of  l a te  years ,  the  fanc ie rs  have
prefe r red  more  b lack ,  and  the  whi te
i s  now conf ined to  ches t ,  f ee t ,  t ip  of
t a i l ,  and  in  most  cases ,  to  a  whi te
s t r ipe ,  o r  b laze  up  the  fore face .  

I t  i s  the  Bernese ,  the  long-coated  
spec ies ,  which  I  have  chosen for  my
subjec t .  I t  may  not  seem qui te  fa i r  to
the  fanc ie r s  o f  the  o the r  th ree
spec ies ,  

 bu t  i t  i s  the  one  wi th  which  I  am most
fami l ia r ,  having  a lways  had  the  good
for tune  to  have  some in  my  near  ne igh-
borhood,  which  I  could  watch  and
s tudy  ind iv idua l ly .  

I  am not  a  fanc ie r  o f  th i s  b reed ,  but  I
have  watched  i t  c lose ly ,  wi thout  t aking  
any  ac t ive  pa r t ,  for  ve ry  many  years ,
and my  admira t ion  has  never  waned .  
These  mounta in dogs ,  a l though  a  ve ry  
o ld  Swiss  b reed ,  do  no t  share  the
wor ld-wide  fame  of  the i r  near  re la -
t ives ,  the  S t .  Bernards ,  f rom the
Hospice  of  the  Grea t  S t .  Bernard .  In
fac t ,  un t i l  a  few years  before  the  grea t
war ,  they  even  were  no t  ve ry  wel l
known in  the i r  own count ry ,  Swi tzer -
l and .  For  a  grea t  many  years ,  they
seemed to  have  been  qui te  forgot t en .
The  o ld  people  in  the  Canton  of  Berne
knew them wel l ,  bu t  in  t ime ,  they  were
se ldom seen.  
 

HE three  o the r  spec ies  were  used
to  herd  the  ca t t le  on  the  Alps .  But
the  Bernese  spec ies ,  o f  which  I  

am wri t ing ,  be longed  mos t ly  to  the
basket  weavers  in  and a round  the
Canton  of  Berne .  These  dogs  were  used
to  draw 

 The i r  masters—the  baske t  weavers  —
were  rea red  in  a  hard  school .  Work  and  
pover ty  was  of ten  the i r  lo t .  They  l ived  
mi les  f rom anywhere ,  in  some  lone ly  
mounta in  va l ley  or  hamle t ,  and  the i r  
on ly  rec rea t ion  was  the  long t ramp,  
bes ide  the i r  wagons ,  on  marke t -day .  

 
The i r s  was  no  easy  l i fe ,  and  the  dogs  

sha red  i t .  
 
I t  was  in  the  marke t  p lace  tha t  the  

dogs  were  no t iced .  One  man re la ted  he  
remembered  h i s  paren t s  speaking  about  
the  dogs .  Yet  i t  was  a  long  t ime  before  
they  were  b rought  ou t  o f  exi le .” No one  
rea l ly  ca red  about  them,  and  they  were  
of ten  c rossed  wi th  a l l  so r t s  o f  b reeds ,  
o f ten  choos ing  the i r  own mates ,  unt i l  
the  t ime  came  when they  were  a lmost  an
ext inc t  breed .  

Then  i t  was ,  in  the  year  1892,  tha t  th i s  
one  man went  in  search  of  some good  
spec imen.   

 
I  wi l l  ment ion  no  names ,  a s  there  a re  

many  tha t  may  not  be  l e f t  ou t ,  and  
names  would  convey  no thing  to  my  
readers .  Suff ice  i t  to  say ,  tha t ,  in  a  
shor t  t ime ,  o the rs  fo l lowed  hi s  good  
example ,  and  a  few good  spec imens  
were  unear thed  to  t ry  and bu i ld  up  a  
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The  Bernese  does  not  
make    friends    easily  
with  strangers. Here is  
Ajax    vom    Buchegg- 
berg,   a   dog   that   is  
   very well known 

 
tha t   he  could  not  
unders tand the  few 
words  I  cou ld—or  
thought   I   cou ld—  
speak   of    h i s  lan-  
guage ,    for    they   
were    no t    compl i -  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mentary  a t  a l l .  I  have  s ince  lea rned  
much about  the  draught -dogs ,  and  am  
fu l ly  convinced  tha t  they  a re  happie r  
a t  work  than when id le .  

b reed  tha t  had  been sadly  neglec ted .   
Why  such  love ly  dogs  should  have

remained  unnot iced  for  so  long  a
t ime ,  no  one  seems  to  know.  Some
put  th i s  down to  the  c raze  for
fore ign  breeds ,  e spec ia l ly  Br i t i sh
ones .  Pe rsona l ly ,  I  do  not  th ink  th i s
could  make any  d i f fe rence .  These
dogs  were  s imply  passed  by .  

 
T  i s  a l l  very  mys te r ious  when
you  consider  the  age  o f  the
breed .  Some dec la re  tha t  the  dog

can  be  t raced  back  as  fa r  a s  the
Romans.  Others  say  i t  o r ig ina ted
f rom the  dogs  of  T ibe t .  No  one
seemed  to  have  seen  the i r  va lue  in
the  pas t ,  a s  a  pure-bred ,  na t iona l  
b reed .  

Le t  me  re la te  how and  when  I  f i r s t
made  the  acquaintance  of  these  Ber -
nese  dogs ,  many  years  ago,  before
they  were  brought  to  the  not ice  o f
the  publ ic  and  be fore  the i r  c lub  was
formed.  My in te res t  in  them a t  f i r s t
was  pure ly  a  sent imenta l  one .  I  had  
on ly  jus t  a r r ived  in  Swi tzer land,
where  I  have  res ided  now for  more
than 30  years .  

One  day ,  I  saw f rom afa r ,  what  I
thought  was  a  t r i co lor  col l i e ,
harnessed  to  a  smal l  wagon,  f i l l ed
wi th  mi lk-cans ,  t ak ing  the  mi lk  f rom
house  to  house .  I  had  read  much  
about  s led-dogs  and had seen  many
photographs  o f  them,  bu t  T  had
never  seen  a  dog  in  harness  before ;
above  a l l ,  one  of  my  l i fe long
favor i t es .  I t  was  too  much  for  me .  A
dog  was  a  companion  and  f r i end to
me ,  no t  someth ing  to  be  used  as  a
beas t  o f  burden.  

I  th ink  I  los t  my  head  a t  the  t ime.  I
fo rgo t ,  for  the  moment  tha t  I  was  in
a  s t range  land,  and  tha t  s t range
lands  had  s t range  customs ,  I  had
s t i l l  much  to  l ea rn .  Not  only  was  my
interes t  awakened,  but  my
indignat ion  was  a roused a t  such  a
s ight .  When  the  dog  came neare r ,  I
saw tha t  i t  was  a  to ta l ly  d i f fe rent
breed .  But  to  me  i t  was  a  four- footed  
f r i end.  I  had  never  read  nor  heard  of
th i s  breed  be fore ,  and my  in te res t
soon developed in to  admira t ion .  

The  dog  was  wel l  ca red  for ,  and
h is  maste r  seemed  kind  to  h im.  
Cer ta in ly  the  mas te r  d id  not  dese rve  
the  b i t t e r  r eproaches  I  gave  h im.  I
am thankful  to  th i s  day  

 

HE man to ld  me  la te r  on  tha t  he  
was  f rom the  Canton  of  Berne ,  
and  h i s  dog was  a  "Dürbächle r , "  

the  name  by  which  they  were  then
known.  

S ince  I  have  lea rned  more  about  the
breed ,  I  now know tha t  th i s  was  no t  a
wel l -b red  spec imen.  I t  was  many  years
a f te r  tha t ,  be fore  I  saw a  rea l ly  good
dog.  

The  Bernese  spec ies  a re  se ldom to  be
seen  in  ha rness  now.  They  soon  found
favor  wi th  the  r icher  c lasses ,  and  a re
va lued  ve ry  much  as  housedogs  and  
companions ,  e spec ia l ly  where  there
a re  ch i ldren .  

They  a re  pass iona te ly  fond  of  ch i l -
d ren .  I t  i s  no  unusua l  s ight  to  see  them
pul l ing  a long a  wagon  fu l l  o f  chi ld ren ,
for  the  fun  of  the  th ing .  
As  I  am wri t ing ,  I  can  see  one  of  my
neighbor ' s  Bernese  dogs ,  pu l l ing  some 
chi ld ren  a long  the  road  in  a  s led .  

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

He  has  no  harness  on .  The  chi ld ren  have 
a t tached  a  p iece  of  rope  to  h i s  col la r ,  
and  he  i s  rush ing  up  and  down the  road ,  
ba rk ing  for  a l l  he  i s  wor th .  

And one ,  be longing to  ano the r  ne ighbor ,  
I  can  see  ro l l ing  in  the  snow wi th  
the  ch i ldren ,  l e t t ing  them snowbal l  h im 
to  the i r  hear t s '  content .  I t  i s  a  pre t ty  
s igh t .  
 

Love  of  ch i ld ren ,  fa i thfu lness  to  the i r  
mas te r  and  h i s  fami ly  seem to  be  very  
s t rongly  deve loped in  th is  breed ,  the re  i s  
no  t reachery  in  the i r  na ture .  Thei r  
owners  do  not  l ike  to  see  them leading  a  
l azy  l i fe .  One  au thor i ty  on  Swiss  breeds  
once  sa id  of  them,  as  wel l  a s  of  the  S t .  
Bernards:  " they  a re  t ra ined  when born ."  

 
One  would  rea l ly  th ink  the re  was  some 

t ru th  in  th i s  s t a tement ,  for  they  love  
work of  any  sor t .   

 
HEY were  used to  hardships  in  the  

o ld  days ,  and  I  do  not  th ink  they  
wi l l  ever  lose  the i r  working  qua l i -

t i e s .  They  can  be  t ra ined  to  any thing  
wi th in  reason .  

 

  

 
 

Of the four species of the Swiss 
mountain Dog, the long-coated 

ones are the aristocrats 
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Dur ing  the  grea t  war ,  they  were  
t ra ined,  by  the  Red Cross ,  in  
Germany .  One  dog  was  sen t  f rom 
Swi tzer land  to  be  t ra ined  for  tha t  
work .  The  resul t  was  sp lendid ,  and  
proved  the i r  abi l i ty  for  such  work ,  in  
t ime of  war .  
Wi th in  the  la s t  few years ,  they  have  
made  grea t  s t r ides ,  both  in  qua l i ty  
and  quant i ty .  I  th ink  I  may  say  tha t  
some  of  the  champions  of  to -day  a re  
as  pe r fec t  a s  they  can  be  bred .  
I  wi l l  now re la te  how the  Bernese  
spec ies  of  Swiss  mounta in  dogs  were  
b rought  to  the  fo re ,  and  saved  f rom 
becoming an  ext inc t  breed.  
I t  was  not  an  easy  ta sk  these  Swiss  
pa t r io t s  se t  themselves  when  they  
f i r s t  t r i ed  to  f ind  some pure-bred  
spec imens  for  the  foundat ion  of  the i r  
b reed ing  s tock.  Outs ide  of  the  
Canton  of  Berne ,  there  were  few,  i f  
any ,  tha t  could  answer  th is  purpose .  
The  f i r s t  was  unear thed,  as  I  men-
t ioned  before ,  in  1892,  a t  a  p lace  
ca l led  Dürbach,  in  the  Canton  of  
Berne .  For  many  years  they  were  
ca l led  "Dürbächler"  a f te r  th i s  p lace .  
Then  o the r  p ioneers  se t  to  work ,  de -
te rmined  to  save  wha t  was  le f t .  Soon 
more  breed ing  s tock  was  found,  and 
the  b reed ing  of  the  pure -bred  
Dürbächler  began in  earnes t .  

 
N  1907 , a  c lub  was  formed,  ca l led  
the  Dürbächle r  Club. - .About  a  
year  la te r ,  on  f ind ing  these  dogs  

a l l  over  the  Canton,  the  p ioneers  
dec ided    to    change     the i r      name   
To  "Berner  Sennenhunde ,"  
 the   name  they   a re    now 
known  by .   The   o ld   name 
was    d ropped ,   except    in  
some   cases     where     t he  
owners    a re    loa the      t o  
drop    i t    a l toge ther ,    and  
the  c lub  was   renamed  the  
Berner    Sennenhund  Club .   
F rom  then  on ,   the   b reed   
never  looked back.The  p io-  
nee rs     worked    ha rd    to   
ach ieve    wha t    they    had   
de te rmined  to  do .  Soon the  
dogs    were    to    he    seen   
a l l    ove r    the    count ry ,    
 

  
 

B e r n es e  p u p pi e s  a r e  a d o r a b l e .  T h ey  
s o o n  g r ow  i n to  e x c e l l e n t  hou s e  do g s   

a n d  sp l e n d i d  c o mp a n i o ns  
 
 
 
 

and  the  number  of  exh ibi t s  a t  the  
Swiss  shows increased  f rom year  to  
year .  I t  took  many  years  be fore  the  
p ioneers  succeeded .  

 
UT they  d id  no t  g ive  in .  And  in  
the  end,  they  had  the  
sa t i s fac t ion  of  hav ing  good 

resul t s .  Fau l t s  were  rapid ly  bred  out ,  
and  the  publ ic  began  to  admire  them.  
They  were  now an es tab l i shed  
na t iona l  Swiss  b reed ,  o f  which  the  
count ry  i s  p roud.  
A year  or  two ago ,  they  were  men-
t ioned  in  the  doggy  press  in  England.  
But  the  quaran t ine  law of  tha t  
count ry  has ,  up to  the  present  t ime,  
spoi l t  a l l  e f for t s  to  ge t  some  
impor ted  in to  the  Br i t i sh  I s le s .  
The  quarant ine  kennel s  a re  ve ry  ex-
pensive ,  and no  one  ca res  to  t ake  the  
p lunge  wi th  a  new breed .  
 
 
 

R e a  v o m D u r r b a c h  i s  a n o the r  o u t -  
s t a n d i ng  s p ec i me n  o f  t h e  B e r n e s e  dog ,  

a  b r e ed  s t i l l  n a t u ra l  a n d  un f a ke d  
 

 

I  have  been to ld  tha t  one  or  more  have  
been  expor ted  to  Amer ica ,  bu t  I  do  not  
know to  which  par t  of  tha t  cont inent .  
 

 
TILL I  be l ieve  they  have  no t  ye t  
been brought  to  the  no t ice  o f  the  
Amer ican  publ ic ,  ne i the r  have  

they  been recognized  by  the  Amer ican  
Kenne l  Club.  

At the  spec ia l  shows ,  he ld  for  Swiss  
breeds  f rom t ime to  t ime,  in  
Switzerland, some splendid specimens are to be 
seen.    I t  i s  he re  the  novice  can  learn  
much  by  wa tching  the  p lac ings  of  the  
bes t  dogs  and  b i tches .  The i r  judges  a re  
mos t ly  ve ry  thorough wi th  the  Swiss  
breeds ,  and  ca re fu l ly  overhaul  the  
exhibi t s .  A cow-hocked  and  badly  
ba lanced  dog has  no  chance  wi th  them,  
and  movement  i s  one  of  the i r   grea tes t  
" fads"  i f  I  may  ca l l  i t  so .  I t  i s  t ime  
we l l  spent  to  wa tch  them sor t ing  out  
the  weedy  spec imens.  

Faking  i s  no t  done ,  and  th i s  b reed  has 
no t  been  ru ined  by  too  dras t i c  in-
breed ing.  Nei ther  i s  there  any  quest ion  
of  changing  the i r  type  to  su i t  some  
whim,  which  has  so  o f ten  spe l t  d i s-
as te r .  

The  Bernese  dogs  a re  s t i l l  wha t  
na ture  meant  them to  be ;  unfaked,  use -
fu l  and  good  a l l  a round dogs .  When  
we l l  cared  for ,  a  dog  anyone  can  be  
p roud of .  

I f  my  readers  wi l l  k indly  look  a t  the  
photographs  of  Ajax  vom Buchegg-berg  
and Rea  vom Di i r rbach they  wi l l  see
one  of  the  bes t  braces  in  the  count ry .  
Ajax  i s  a  wel l -known s tud-dog,  and  in  
g rea t  demand for  good bi tches .  

  
I f  they  p ic ture  to  themselves  a  wel l -

ba lanced  dog ,  s tand ing  f rom 25  to  27  
inches  a t  shoulder ,  b i t ches  up  to  25  
inches ;  wi th  j e t  b lack ,  s i lky ,  and 
s l ight ly  wavy  coat  o f  medium leng th;  
whi te  mark ings  on  chest ,  fee t ,  t ip  o f  
t a i l ,  and  on  fo re face ;  r i ch  russe t -brown 
markings  d i s t r ibuted  over  muzz le ,  
th ighs ,  under  body ,  and ta i l ;  wi th  a  
b rown spot  over  each  eye ,  which  may 
never   be   miss ing;  da rk    b rown   eyes ,

                 which    seem   to   inv i te
                    t rus t ;   ea rs   V-    shaped
                    and   se t  on   h igh ,  hang-
                    ing  c lose  to  head;   f la t ,
                    b road ,   wel l -deve loped 
                    sku l l ;  medium s top  and
                    shor t ,    b road    muzzle ;  
                    l eve l      mouth ;     l ong  
                    bushy    t a i l    o r   b rush ,  
                    ca r r i ed     l ow,     s l igh t  
                    upward      swi r l     per -  
                    miss ib le ;  compact ,  no t   

no t  
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deep  love  and  adora t ion  for  the  only  
mas te r  he  had  ever  acknowledged.  

There  i s  one  o f  these  dogs  on  each  
s ide  o f  my  house .  We a re  f r i ends ,  as  
fa r  as  they  make  f r i ends ,  a  f r i end ly  
wag  of  the i r  t a i l s .  Here  our  f r i endsh ip  
ends .  I f  I  pu t  ou t  my  hand  to  touch  
them,  they  wa lk  away .  I  have  never  
touched  them s ince  they  were  puppies ,  
and they  a re  o ld  dogs  now.  

I  th ink  th i s  i s  a  love ly  t ra i t  in  any  
breed ,  and  I  have  never  no t iced  a  bad  
one  in  these  dogs .  

The  bes t  recommendat ion  fo r  any  
b reed  i s  tha t  o f  the  non- fanc ie r .  We 
a re  a l l  too  ap t  to  be  b l ind  to  the  faul t s  
o f  our  favor i te  b reeds ,  but  no t  so  wi th  
the  fau l t s  o f  o the rs .  I  only  hope  I  have  
done  these  dogs  the  jus t ice  they  
dese rve .  I  have  t r i ed  to  g ive  you  my 
op in ion  of  the  breed ,  and  tha t  opin ion  
has  never  a l te red  in  a l l  these  years .  

I  am sure  i f  some  of  the  American  
c i t izens ,  who v i s i t  Swi tze r land ,  could  
see  the  bes t  s t ra ins , the  Bernese  
spec ies  of  Swiss  mounta in  dogs  would  
soon  take  i t s  p lace  a t  the  s ide  o f  the  
S t .  Bernards  in  America .  The  dog  wel l  
dese rves  i t .  

I  would  never  advi se  anyone  to  buy  
haphazard .  As  in  a l l  b reeds ,  there  a re  
good  and  bad  s t ra ins .  In  the  bes t  
s t ra ins  the  faul t s  have  been,  fo r  the  
most  pa r t ,  we l l  b red  out .  Only  two 
remain  which  g ive  the  breeders  some  
t rouble .  They  a re :  too  ga i ly  ca r r ied  
t a i l s  and  cur ly  coa t s .  But  in  some  
s t ra ins ,  even th i s  has  d i sappeared .  The  
coa t  mus t  be  wavy ,  but  i t  should  never  
cur l .  

Beside  the  Berner  Sennehund  Club 
the re  i s  an  Associa t ion  fo r  Swiss  
b reeds ,  ca l led  the  Zuchtverband.  Thi s  
Assoc ia t ion  guards  the  in te res t s  o f  a l l  
Swiss  breeds  and  the i r  b reeders ,  
he lp ing  them wi th  breed ing  and o the r  
p roblems .  

The  Swiss  breeders  have  a l so  not  
been  spo i l t ,  and  the i r  pr ices  a re  not  
fancy  ones .  I   have  never  heard  of  a  
fancy  pr ice  be ing  charged  for  a  Swiss  
breed  ye t ,  

I  hope  the  t ime  wi l l  come  when  the  
Bernese  mounta in  c logs  may  be  ca l led  
“a  coming  breed”  on the  o the r  s ide  o f  
the  At lan t ic .  
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too  long body ;  s t ra igh t ,  muscular  fo re -
legs  and  we l l -deve loped  s t i f l es ;  and  an 
a l l  a round  sound,  robus t  dog.  They  
wi l l  have  fo rmed a  p ic ture  o f  a  rea l ly  
good  spec imen of  the  Bernese  spec ies  
of  Swiss  mounta in  dogs .  

They  a re  very  ac t ive ,  a le r t  dogs .  Not  
bo is te rous  in  a  rough  way .  Also  no t  
quar re l some,  un less  a t t acked,  and  then  
they  know how to  t ake  ca re  of  
themselves .  They  a re  very  ha rdy .  An 
ou ts ide  kenne l ,  f ree  f rom draughts ;  
f i l l ed  wi th  good  s t raw in  winte r ;  good,  
wholesome,  doggy  food;  and  a  few 
minutes  grooming da i ly  a re  a l l  they  
need  to  keep  them in  the  p ink  of  
condi t ion .  

They  are  ext remely  fa i thfu l ;  a  rea l  
one  man ' s  dog.  They  do  not  make  
f r iends  wi th  s t rangers .  I t  i s  a lways  
hard  for  them to  ge t  used  to  a  new 
home,  and  for  tha t  reason they  should  
be  bought  young.  Outs ide  of  the i r  
mas te r ' s  domains  they  have  no  in te r -
es t s ;  in  fac t ,  th i s  t ra i t  has  o f ten  been 
the i r  undoing .  To  show what  I  mean,  I  
wi l l  re la te  someth ing  which  happened 
no t  so  very  long ago:  

A ne ighbor  bought  one  of  these  dogs  
as  a  puppy ,  and  as  the  dog  grew olde r ,  
he  t i red  of  h im for  some reason 
unknown.  He then  sold  the  dog,  when 
about  2  years  o ld ,  to  a  good  home,  
some mi les  away .  

After  a  few days ,  the  dog  was  to  be  
seen,  ly ing  ou t  in  the  road  in  f ront  o f  
h i s  o ld  home.  He  was  re tu rned  to  h i s  
new owner  aga in  and  aga in .  But  he  
a lway s  re tu rned.  He never  went  ins ide  
h i s  o ld  home,  because  a  r iva l  of  h i s  
own breed  had  taken  h i s  p lace .  

He would  fo l low the  chi ld ren  to  and 
f rom school ,  a s  he  had  done  in  the  o ld  
days ,  but  they  were  fo rbidden to  
encourage  h im.  In  despa i r ,  they  took 
to  chas ing  h im away ,  even  s toning  
h im,  bu t  he  s tuck  to  h i s  pos t  in  f ron t  
o f  the  ga te .  Ne ighbors  fed  h im out  of  
p i ty ,  bu t  he  a te  scarce ly  enough  to  
keep  h im a l ive ,  un t i l  one  day ,  ly ing  in  
f ront  of  h i s  o ld  home,  he  was  run  over  
and d ied  in  the  a rms of  h is  o ld  maste r .  

The  man  to ld  me  tha t  he  would  never  
fo rge t  tha t  dy ing  look.  No reproach,  
on ly  a  
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